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been the lot of our travellers' records, Catrotis
the French historian of the Mogul Empire,, who
wrote in 1705, had access to Manuccfs original
manuscript, and, though he drew from other
sources as well, made Manucci's record the
" fondement*5 of his work. Manucci's manu-J
script then disappeared; and subsequent writers,'
in quoting Catrou? notably Robert Orme and
Mr S. Lane-Poole, have lamented the fact that
they had no means of authenticating Catrou's
history by a reference to the source from which
he derived most of his facts, Mr Lane-Pooie,
writing in 1893, and judging by the impression
which he had formed of Mamicci's work from
the version of it in Catrou's history, said that he
considered the vanished manuscript to be a work
full of errors, to savour strongly of the " chron-
ique scandaleuse," and to be the production of a
disappointed underling. He added, however, that
the discovery of Manucci's narrative would
make Catrou's history invaluable, as it would
then be possible to authenticate it by collating
it with his sources.* A few years ago the Storia\
do Mogor at last came to light at Berlin, having
been forgotten rather than lost during the long
interval; and the excellent edition published in
the Indian Text Series has rendered reference
to Catrou a work of supererogation. Written
originally partly in Italian, partly in French, and
partly in Portuguese, it has now been translated

* Mr Lane-Poole's Awangzib^ In the toface.
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